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[98]  William Meese, San Jose Normal School Football Team, 1898-1900.  The origins of intercollegiate football date to an 1869 contest between 
Princeton and Rutgers. The game evolved over the next decade from a gentlemanly pastime into a competitive sport. The Ivies established a football 
association in the mid 1870s, and the game spread westward. The early uniform consisted of a front-lacing canvas jacket (hidden under the sweater), 
knee-length canvas pants, and cork shin guards covered with leather or canvas. Cotton or wool padding worn inside the uniform varied based on 
player preference. There was no headgear and players often grew their hair long because they believed it would offer protection. William Meese, 
son of a pioneer ranch family from San Ramon, graduated from San Jose Normal School in 1903 with a General Education degree and taught for a 
short time at the San Ramon School. He spent his life as a rancher. 
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[99]  Louis Stein and William Meese, 1898. This posed photo of two Spartans punting a football shows the early importance of kicking in the 
college game. The players would also often bounce the ball off the ground and then kick it on the rebound, with the aim being to kick the ball 
between the goal posts to score what we would now call a field goal. In 1898, Wisconsinôs Pat OôDea kicked a record-breaking 60-yard goal off 
a drop kick. Early scoring in football favored kicking. Over the years, 132 Spartans have gone on to play professional football in the NFL. 
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[100]  San Jose Normal School Football Team, 1898.  Football started at San Jose Normal School in 1893, and the Spartans played local high 
school and college teams. Stanford became a traditional rival. As the game became increasingly lucrative, East Coast schools started recruiting 
players and hiring coaches. The emphasis on winning and the violence of the game provoked a heated debate in the 1890s. University of Georgia 
player Richard Von Gammon died from a fractured skull in 1897, and Georgia moved to outlaw the game. Gammonôs mother fought to keep the 
sport alive. Criticism continued, with faculty members often denouncing the sport and politicians such as Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot 
Lodge insisting that football maintained American masculinity. Moves to ban or reform football made little headway due significant revenue and 
publicity generated by the sport, and its popularity among students and alumni.  
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[101]  Pacific Coast Business College Football Team, 1904.  When the Stanford and University of California football teams began to draw large 
crowds in the 1890s, Midwestern schools traveled to the West Coast for games. Football became increasingly popular, with the first ever Rose 
Bowl game held in Pasadena in 1902. As schools adopted the sport, the emphasis on money and publicity drew criticism from faculty members 
across the nation, and college football led to a debate, particularly heated at Harvard, over the place of athletics within a university. The Pacific  
Tigers football team of the College of the Pacific was organized in 1895. Now known as University of the Pacific, the school was established in  
San Jose in 1851 and relocated to Stockton in 1922. The football team was disbanded in 1995. The Amos Alonzo Stagg Memorial Stadium at UoP 
is named for one of footballôs outstanding athletes and coaches.  
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